Events

Anniversary of the Normanton to Croydon rail line — 1891 to 2011

On 20 July 2011 Croydon will celebrate the 120th Anniversary of the
finalisation of construction and the commencement of operation of the
Normanton to Croydon train line.

The Gulflander train will run between Normanton and Croydon on its dry
season Wednesday run, which coincides with the anniversary date.

On the 20 July passengers and residents will breakfast at the Normanton
station and depart at 8.30am for Croydon. When the passengers reach
Croydon at about 1.30pm they will be welcomed with performances and a
BBQ lunch.

The Gulflander Train stays overnight at Croydon and departs on Thursday

morning at 8.30am returning to Normanton at 1.30pm. Passengers usually
stay at the Club Hotel or at the Roadhouse in Croydon, with 2 cabins at the
Croydon Camp Grounds.

At 5.00pm on 20 July the Gulflander Train will travel to the Golden Gate
railway siding for the annual celebration honouring the historical and technical
importance of the line. Queensland Rail and Croydon Shire Council are
working together to present the Croydon 1891 Wild West Train Ride to
Golden Gate with entertainment, the Croydon school performance, a bar,
BBQ meal and prizes for the best outfits.

History

Normanton became a land/sea port for wealthy Croydon when gold was
discovered to carry goods and equipment, people and gold. In the 1890’s the
Normanton to Croydon service consisted of 5 carriages, 68 wagons and 2
guard’s vans.

Three (3) A10 locomotives, built in 1877, were transferred to Normanton in
1888-9 and used for the construction of the line and the commencement of
service, but were replaced in 1892 by B class locomotives. A10 locomotives
203 and 204 were condemned in 1894-95 and their chasses are in the
Normanton Station yards today.

The original Golden Gate Station was opened in 1891 because it was the site
of the deepest, longest lived and most productive mines of the field and apart
from Croydon, the most populated.

The “Gate” had a large school, 11 hotels, a police station, 3 butcher shops, 5
general stores and a barber’s shop with a billiard saloon. It had a baker,
plumber and draper. In 1899 the Station was staffed with a Post and
Telegraph Office, an Agency of the State Savings Bank and a porter. It had a
goods shed and a staff cottage and signals were installed. The Golden Gate



Mining and Town Complex is State Heritage Registered and the place
contains extensive social archaeological evidence for future research.

In 1906 a siding was opened from the main line to the Pioneer Mill which was
moved to Belmore Creek in 1902. Queensland Rail sold the last A10 (202)
locomotive to J. Forsayth who owned the Pioneer Mill and it was used for
shunting from the Golden Gate Station until it was abandoned when the
Forsayth battery was closed. Locomotive 202 was rescued and has been
partially restored by the Croydon Shire Council.

When the gold diminished the buildings associated with the Golden Gate
Station were sold off early in the 1930’s and the station was replaced by a
siding. The “Gate” siding was removed in 1941.

The innovative and esteemed engineer, George Phillips, designed a unique
steel sleeper system that was not susceptible to flood or termite damage and
implemented it between Normanton and Croydon.

George Phillips also designed the original Croydon Railway Station which was
destroyed by a cyclone in 1969. Parts of the building were used to construct a
temporary station but it also collapsed from storm and termite damage in
2003. The Normanton - Croydon Railway is heritage listed on the Register of
the National Estate and on the Queensland Heritage Register and the new
Station, built by Buchanan Architects, received a prestigious engineering
commendation in 2006.

Today the RM93 called the Gulflander (a 102 horsepower diesel engine motor
built at Ipswich Railway Workshops in 1950) carries 2 cars and remains one
of the great Australian train rides, taking passengers into the depths of
goldfield country and back more than a century in time. It has been the motive
power on the Normanton to Croydon rail line since 1982 and is known
affectionately as the train that runs from “nowhere to nowhere”.

Due to the independence, distance and the isolation of the line the
locomotives and rolling stock have remained at Croydon and Normanton
providing a remarkable physical record of the railway. The railway line was
one of the earliest narrow gauge railways in the world and is a remarkably
intact and unique example with world heritage and rare conservation value.
Links:

http://groti.com/longdistance/gulflander/

http://thequlflander.com.au/history/overview/
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Replica of theoriginal Croydon Railway Station built in steel in 2006 by
Buchanan Architects

A10 Locomotive 202 outside the “Croydon Station” built after a cyclone
demolished the original in 1969.
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Bush camp on the Croydon to Normanton railway line. Men are standing with
surveying equipment, axes, picks and rifles. Image sourced from Picture
Queensland, State Library of Queensland
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Flying gang poses with tools at the railway accident at Croydon

Junction, 1908 contributed by QldPics taken in 1908



